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My experience from Yokohama

Ake Brannstromom'

The Yokohama meeting in mathematical biology
proved very rewarding. When I arrived in Japan
this year to take up a postdoctoral position at Nara
Women’s University I had only a fragmented picture
of the work in mathematical biology taking place in
Japan, and although I was able to learn a lot from
working with Fugo Takasu and the shorter visits we
made to other laboratories, the bigger picture kept
eluding me. The Yokohama meeting changed all this,
and I am therefore glad that I decided to attend. Un-
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fortunately though, I was only able to participate the
first two days, because as chance had it my parents
were due to arrive at Kansai airport Friday morning
on the second day of the meeting. For a while it even
seemed that I would not be able to participate at
all, but fortunately I was able to convince my parents
that a trip to Japan could not be considered complete
without seeing Yokohama)

The practicalities surrounding the meeting turned
out to be much easier than I had anticipated. Expect-
ing that I would have to fill out the application form
in Japanese I asked Fugo for help, but this was not
necessary as an English form was available. Also, Hi-
royuki Matsuda who processed the applications was
most helpful and kindly agreed to schedule my con-
tribution on one of the first two days so I could spend
Saturday seeing Yokohama and Tokyo with my par-
ents.

On the meeting’s first day I arrived early in the
morning with plenty of time to look through the list
of talks and abstracts. Although some talks were
marked as given in English, I did from time to time
have problems knowing which talks I would be able
to follow. Some were for example given in Japanese
with English slides, but this was hard to predict in ad-
vance. In the end, I put priority on talks with titles or
abstracts in English and for the most part it worked
out well. Even when a talk was given in Japanese I
could often guess what it was about.

My own talk, which focused on the problem of de-
riving population models from basic assumptions on
individual behaviour, was held in the afternoon of
the first day. The organization around my contribu-

tion worked very well, and although I did not get as
much feedback as I had hoped for during the talk, sev-
eral people later approach me and asked for preprints.
The day continued well, with several enjoyable talks
and later in the evening the group from Nara Women’s
University to which I belong went out for a joint din-
ner in the Yokohama chinatown.

Something that I really liked about the Yokohama
meeting was the attempt to schedule related talks as
organized sessions. Because of my background, I es-
pecially enjoyed the symposium on ecology and evo-
lution organized by Axel Rossberg and Kei Tokita.
It contained a good mix of talks from well-known re-
searchers. Axel’s talk was especially interesting to
me since | have previously worked on food webs and
will continue in this direction during the next year,

but I also found Yoh Iwasa’s talk, which framed can-
cer biology in ecological and evolutionary terms, very

interesting.

I would have liked to attend the dinner and the
talks on Saturday, but under the circumstances I am
very glad that I was able to participate in at least two
of the three days, and I hope that I will be able to
participate also in some future JSMB meeting. My
all too short nine months time in Japan is now re-
grettably coming to an end after which I will take
up a position with Ulf Dieckmann at the Adaptive
Dynamics Network in Austria. However, I feel that
I have learned much during my stay and hopefully I
will have many opportunities to return to Japan in

the future. O
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2006

February 3-4 Arizona State University, USA
Workshop on Mathematical Models in Biology and Medicine
Yang Kuang [kuang@asu.edu, phone: 480.965.6915]
Dieter Armbruster [armbruster@asu.edu, phone: 480.965.5441/5893]
February 6-10 at Gijon, Spain
Third DANCE’s Winter School: Recent Trends in Nonlinear Science
http://www.dance-net.org/rtns2006/
February 8-11 at Zaragoza, Spain
From Physics to Biology: the interface between experiment and computation
http://bifi.unizar.es/events,/bifi2006 /index.html
February 12-15 at Vienna, Austria
Fractal 2006, Complexity and Fractals in Nature, 9th International Multidisciplinary Conference
http://www.kingston.ac.uk/fractal/
March 3-4 at 00O O0QO0OOOOOO0O
0410 OO0OOOOOO
http://www.soc.titech.ac.jp/ doba/jams.htm
March 5-8 at 0000 0000000000000O0O
Biodiversity and Dynamics of Communities and Ecosystems: Structures, Processes and Mechanisms
(BDCE2006)
tnamba@center.osaka-wu.ac.jp
March 13-14 at 0000000000
020 000000000000000
http://www.jaist.ac.jp/ yhayashi/4th_webology.html
March 13-17 at Santiago, Chile
International Congress on the Applications of Mathematics (in cooperation with STAM)
http://www.siam.org/meetings/calendar.php
March 20-23 at 00 000000000000
O0000oO0o00ooO0oooooooooo (ILTER)OO
http://www.jern.info/eap-ilter2006/
March 24-27 at 00000000
Oo0oooogooo2o060000
http://www.ieice.org/jpn/index.html
March 24-28 at 000000000000
0530 DO0DOOOOOO
http://www.esj.ne.jp/esj/
March 24-28 at 000000000000
020 000000 O0O0OOOO 2nd EAFES International Congress
http://www.esj.ne.jp/esj/
March 26-29 at 0000000000
200600 ODOOOOOO
http://wwwsoc.nii.ac.jp/msj6/
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March 27-30 at 0000000000
goboooooelo boood
http://wwwsoc.nii.ac.jp/jps/jps/bbs/meetings.html

April 4-6 at Bristol, England
Network Analysis in Natural Sciences and Engineering
(in AISB’06: Adaptation in Artificial and Biological Systems)
http://irgroup.cs.uni-magdeburg.de/NAINE/

March 18-21 at Pointe-a-Pitre, Guadeloupe, French Caribbean Islands
International Conference on Mathematics of Optimization and Decision Making
http://gala.univ-perp.fr/ “aussel / CIMODEO06/English /eng_index.php

April 18-21 at Vienna, Austria
EMCSR 2006 - 18th European Meeting on Cybernetics and Systems Research
http://www.osgk.ac.at/emcsr/06

May 1-June 30 at Singapore
Program on Random Graphs and Large-Scale Real-World Networks
http://www.ims.nus.edu.sg/Programs/randomgraphs/index.htm

May 2-5 at Marseille, France
Mathematical Modelling of Zooplankton Dynamics
http://www.cirm.univ-mrs.fr/liste_rencontre /Rencontres2006 /Pogg06 /Pogg06.html

May 5-12 at Svalbard, Norway
EMS Summer School 2006: Mathematical Models of the Heart
http://home.simula.no/ems2006

May 9-11 at Rutgers University, New Jersey, USA
DIMACS Workshop on Clustering Problems in Biological Networks
http://dimacs.rutgers.edu/Workshops/Clustering /

May 11-13 at Melbourne, Florida, USA
EvoOpt 2006
http://evoopt2006.dei.uc.pt/

May 17-20 at Boston University, USA
Tenth International Conference on Cognitive & Neural Systems
http://cns-web.bu.edu/cns-meeting /conference.html

May 18-21 at Jurmala, Latvia
MMA 2006: 11th International Conference on Mathematical Modelling and Analysis
http://www.mma2006.1v

May 23-June 2 at McGill University, Montreal, Canada
Summer School: Systems Biology Dynamics: from Genes to Organisms
http://www.cnd.mcgill.ca/summer

May 28-31 at University of Reading, UK
Workshop on Networks: Structure & Dynamics (in the International Conference on Computational Science
2006)
http://www-fl.ijs.si/ “tadic/ WSNet_ICCS06.html

May 29-31 at Amsterdam, The Netherlands
ISNB 2006 3rd International Symposium on Networks in Bioinformatics
http://isnb.amc.uva.nl/

May 29-31 at Chengdu, Sichuan, China
Third International Symposium on Neural Networks
http://www2.acae.cuhk.edu.hk/ isnn2006/

June 1-July 31 at Singapore
Program on Algorithmic Biology: Algorithmic Techniques in Computational Biology
http://www.ims.nus.edu.sg/Programs/algorithmicbiology /index.htm
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June 3-7 at Indiana University, Bloomington, Indiana, USA
Alife X: The 10th International Conference on the Simulation and Synthesis of Living Systems
http://alifex.org/

June 4-9 at Tilton NH, USA
Gordon Research Conference on Theoretical Biology and Biomathematics
http://www.grc.uri.edu/

June 10-14 at Boston, USA
2006 STAM Annual Meeting
http://www.siam.org/meetings/calendar.php

June 13-15 at Cavtat, Croatia
7th WSEAS International Conference on Mathematics and Computers in Biology and Chemistry (MCBC’06)
http://www.worldses.org/conferences /2006 /croatia/mebc/index.html

June 15-20 at Marrakesh, Morocco
Marrakesh World Conference on Differential Equations and Applications
http://euromedbiomath.free.fr/m2006/

June 25-28 at Poitiers, France
6th International Conference on Dynamical Systems, Differential Equations and Applications
http://aimsciences.org/AIMS-Conference/2006/

June 28-30 at Reims, France
First IFAC Conference on Analysis and Control of Chaotic Systems
http://www.univ-reims.fr/Labos/LAM/chaos06/welcome.html

July 3-July 6 at Polaris Sardinian Science and Technology Park, Pula, Sardinia, Italy
Network Tools and Applications in Biology 2006 (NETTAB2006): A series of workshops in Bioinformatics
http://www.nettab.org

July 14-July 16 at Vouliagmeni, Athens, Greece
2nd WSEAS International Conference on Cellular and Molecular Biology — Biophysics and Bioengineering
(BIO’06)
http://www.worldses.org/conferences /2006 /greece/bio

July 16-July 19 at Orlando, Florida, USA
The 10th World Multi-Conference on Systemics, Cybernetics and Informatics: WMSCI 2006
Jointly with The 12th International Conference on Information Systems Analysis and Synthesis: ISAS 2006
http://www.iiisci.org/wmsci2006

July 16-July 20 at Edinburgh, UK
Fifteenth Annual Computational Neuroscience Meeting CNS*2006
http://www.cnsorg.org

July 31-August 4 at Raleigh, North Carolina, USA
Joint STAM-SMB Conference on the Life Sciences
http://www.siam.org/meetings/1s06/

August 28-September 1 at Ube, Yamaguchi, Japan
International Conference on Ecological Modelling 2006 in Yamaguchi
http://icem2006.civil.yamaguchi-u.ac.jp

August 29-31 at Genova, Italy
CIBB 2006, Third International Meeting on Computational Intelligence Methods for Bioinformatics and
Biostatistics
http://cibb06.disi.unige.it/

August 30-Septembre 1 at Grenoble, France
Positive Systems: Theory and Applications (POSTA06), Second Multidisciplinary International Symposium
http://www.lag.ensieg.inpg.fr/POSTA06 /index.php
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September 9-12 at Seattle, Washington, USA
SIAM Conference on Nonlinear Waves and Coherent Structures
http://www.siam.org/meetings/nw06 /index.php
September 16-18 at 00000000000
goooboboobogilebbO
OO000000000O000D0DODOOd asasascb@mbox.nc.kyushyu-u.ac.jpd
September 23-26 at 000000000000
gooobb oooooo
http://wwwsoc.nii.ac.jp/jps/jps/bbs/meetings.html
November 13-17 at Beijing, CHINA
PMAO0G6: The Second International Symposium on Plant Growth Modeling, Simulation, Visualization and
Applications
http://liama.ia.ac.cn/PMA0OG

2007

March 5-9 at Minneapolis, USA
IMA Workshop: Applications in Biology, Dynamics, and Statistics
http://www.ima.umn.edu/2006-2007/W3.5-9.07/

March 14-17 at 000000000 OO
oO00o00o0o00o0ooo0oooDooooooDoooooDoooooDoon
2nd International Symposium on Dynamical Systems Theory and Its Applications to Biology and Environ-
mental Sciences
0000000000000 000000 takeuchi@sys.eng.shizuoka.ac.jpl

March 18-21 at OO OO0
OO0oooo oooooo
http://wwwsoc.nii.ac.jp/jps/jps/bbs/meetings.html

April 16-20 at Minneapolis, USA
IMA Workshop: Complexity, Coding, and Communications
http://www.ima.umn.edu,/2006-2007/W4.16-20.07/

May 28-June 1 at Snowbird, Utah, USA
SIAM Conference on Applications of Dynamical Systems
http://www.siam.org/meetings/calendar.php

July 16-20 at Zurich, Switzerland
Sixth International Congress on Industrial and Applied Mathematics (ICIAM 07)
http://www.iciam07.ch/index

September 21-24 at OO0 00O
OO0oOoooooe20 OO0
http://wwwsoc.nii.ac.jp/jps/jps/bbs/meetings.html
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